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A Cruise te the Cannibal Islands
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CHAPIER YV
IHE SLOOT AND TIHE SAIM=A STOANGE MEN)
ING ON THE WATRES |

As if spell-bound by the appulling discovery
thas announced by the steward, for & moment
both Bicnacle ard Gunne's remaloed motion-
‘oon a1 d slemt,

Inthat moment the young stranger, bearing
Mary Lizzle in Ms arms, came reeling out of
the eabic—lack only noticing that ste was con:
sdious, thoogh deathly pale and terribly ex-
elted, and Cuopels rcclling from them in as
much sstonishment as if he had seon a being
of anotber worl 1,

“‘Thank Heaven !" cried Jack.

“Ten thousand fries " sbrisked Gunrels,

“Oh; my father ard motherl’ cried Mary
Lizzie, looking will'y wround, as the ycung
strapger set ber down In sefo'y, and thereaficr
wade his way forwmd  “1 am sure that they
must be among those Ledles,” eying around
the ficor. ‘ My GoA, what means this my stery ?
See! ses how the flames are spra. ding - growing
brighter—macerding Ligher and higher! Oh,
Jackpauve my parects! 1o not leave them to
perish! Come !™

Bbe bourded back towards the entrance, and
would have planged into the midst of the
peril, had not Juck Biunacle restraloel her by
foroe.,

‘4t must be a ghost 1" eried Gunnels, lookirg
after the your , stranger with a wild aud un-
stesdy eye.

“‘Here, Gunrels,” sboutcd Jack, ‘‘bear a
hard to the rescus! Jlave courage and pa-
tience, Iitt'e un. I will do all Lhat can be done
for your parcuts. Captsia Storms and—Where's
Norcrosa 7 Ab, bore ycu are. Take care of
this lady while wo sce what can be dome. This
way, Br. Guorele. It scems that you and I
are all tLere are to—Come !

The betoic sailor boldly plurged into the
oabin,

Gunnels had realized the danger threstening
him s well as the others, and now muttered .

‘T must sail in his wnh till we get out of it,
and then strike home !

He Lastily followed,

They instantly dizeovered tha' one ride of the
abip was all in a blaze, ard the mate a* once
decided that there were no means of extin.
guishitg it ot commmd.,  The most that eoul!
be done was to ¢l to every avenue by which the
flerce wird was fiedirg tlo flemes, Jack lost
no time in eiuveyiog all the passangers
could find cut cn to the dock, includ'ng Cap .
Storms, the Eml of Dowlingshire and his Coun-
tesa, the sight of whom rer dered Mary Lizzie al
most beslt e hertelf with joy, though both wers
il ivsersib'e from the effect of their drogged
tepest. As long as be could porsibly endure the
beat and Miudirz smcke ¢id the roble hearted
saflor sesrch for the unfortunates, and it is pro-
bable that he would havo genercusly sacrificed
bis owm lifs, bed net Gurnels drawn bim forci-
bly away, sayivg:

“We've gut them al'—every man and woman.
Anotber moment will be fatal!”

They cloied the entrence sceurely, as they re
Ured, Terie el uds of pmyke rolled up and
fl'ed the calim throughout its length and
bresdtd, ere Dirracle lecdod the cry of his
companion (o reireat from the door.

““iLat cnly chiocks the progresaof the dames
Mor a few momen £," be then sald. ““We are
golrg to huve an awfu! night

Gurnels did pot reply, he being engejed in
anefiort to lot «ff & rosket asa signal to the
sleop. KEre tbis was done, however, anctber
genwas fired from the lietls veisel, the tlash
showirg that :hs was & mile peser the ship
than whos befure announeed

“There she 1s,” cried the auihor of all this dan
ger erd confu ion,

“He:e, ma e—help e (o get (ff cne of these
Beogals. | bave no tiwe 1o cxpluin, but thore's
® vessel witkin a ecuple of wiles of us, wh'ch
may be ab’'e to do us & favor, if we can show her
our posltion.”

“But where's Reginald 7" cried Mary Lizzle,
now noticing the ahaence of the young stranger.
My Ged! my brother! my brotuer!™

Binnaele snd G unnels both esntiousd too busy
to notice ber, they letiing off several rockets, one
after the other Juck finally saying.

‘ The flames will soon thow them our position
They will roon be through the uppur deck,”

A moan from the countess, absorbed all Mary
Lizzie's care In the behal!f of ber wother,

“There's your friend aga'n,” ericd Binnacle,
“‘etd mewer than before. Thunder! what a
storm | We can nover transfer ourselves to an-
other vesscl, in such a sen as thls, We shall
ouly run your frie.d doan, M hLe veuturcs
e *

“‘Perhips he can venturs near enough, to get
® lice aboard of us,' was the reply.

“Perhapa, or yet even in that cazo, only such
hatdy men as you sud [ coull avail then:clves
of It, Nive out (f@viry ton will be lost. O,
BLAD, WAL ! what lln-l}nu do:eif"

Despalr tock posccsston of Jack's heart, as he
nuliosl the distauce of 1Le sloop from the shlp,
and the progiess of the tiames. Ilo fesred that
the fire wou'd eompletely outelope Lhe vessel ate
the stranger cou'| traverse the intervening dis
tarce, Alieady had who crackllog of the flames
besame appalling, and vivid was the Hght they
shed through the ckyliguts, windows aud ihe
chioks and crovices, they had male for thom-
selves,

Fer a m men', too, even Gunnels seemed to Le
ot & loss whai to do.  Carcling sight of Mary
L'zzio, who was s'mos: franticlly seeking the
testuration of her parents, be caught ber up in
his mms, dospite the resistance of the stewar,
sod cried

“‘Trust yoursell entiraly to mwe, fulr lady.
will save you or perish !

“No, toi Leave me, sir—] had ratler look
out for myself. Uubaud we, oir, I—Jack,
Jeck !

As quick #8 theught, Dinnacle was at her side,
bat ot till her persecutor had relingaishod his
hold of ber, and was walkiog away towards the
bows. He id not pause till he was boside the
oel of the bowspnt, to which sput Le soon sum-
monell the steward by loud and excited cries,

*In thyes minuter,” ke then declared to Nor.

"l-hvlwhahuplndlh-n.ﬂ will Le
Lowaup!"

“Blown up, sir!”

“I laid the train wyself, ass precaution, Had
my plan been intesfared with, or detected—that
drag business —I would have sprung a mine upon
them, ere they could have made me their prison-
o, y-_“wl. and blown them to
stoms.”

The steward trembled with horrer and
(oar.

“Call Binnasle and the girl, Norcrass,” added
Guosels. “Quisk! They are too sear. Ha!
the girl will be lost, and T shall lose all my trou-
h-

Ho rushed forwasd, estching the girl up n his

arms again, and bastering baek with har toward
the bows, Her shadek: ¢l + Jackin the same
direction, atd the eutire paily Was 0.2 Yosica
him.

"There, you ean have her,” sl Gunnels,

“0Only keep lier hete, for the prwdar "'

A loud explosion interrupted the words, and a
vivid light Wuminated the sceme, The upper
deck and state rooms on the ship's stern, hed
been blown to pleces, and the lames, checked for
the mothent, but seattered In a handre! places,
precented a lig ht sufliclest to be soen fur several
miles arcurd,

“The s'cop eanno' mi=s us,” =ail Dinvacls
thot ghtfaily, *4f bor ecmmander only has cour-
age enough to come alongsile, or near us,”

‘Ko davger of that,” rejoined Gunnels, ‘‘Or-
JUff is sure to appear, be expects a fortune for
coming—"

NA loud, ehrl)] hail was heard eloso aboard at
this moment.

“Ilmrd-a-port, or you are lost!" erisd Gannels,
as the sloop ranged cut «f the gloom on the wea-
ther quarter, ‘ Statd by—"

The s'oop was hurled against the shiy’s quar-
ter, with a tremendous oreb, ocenpy Ing overy-
Lo s attention, or all save Gunnels, He had
eavght Mary Lizzie up in his arms at the very
instant of the shock,and whi'e the t wo ships were
momentarily hogged together, ke sprung fear-
lesaly upon the bulwarks, with an exaltsnt
ery.

“Help! Jack! rave mo—save—" was afl the
poor girl could utter, ere the despera‘s ruffien
spror; erashing down upon the deck of the sloop,
stunning ber, and coufusing himseif by the
fall,

And then a woman's shrill scream was hoard
commir gling with the roar of the wind, and a
middle sped Iady climbed up on to the Weduin
from the sloop, evyirg:

“Hetter the burning flames, Lotter :ny horri-
1l death than tte captivity [ have sndared
with theso ruffians.”

* My mother " cried Jack, his eye ea'cling
glimpse of the tew comer’s face, while he stood
try ing to clitain his equilibrium on the bulwarks,
whither he had sprung with the design of follo w-
ing and rescuiog Mary Lizzle and then he went
thundering down on to the deck of the slcop,

The two veese's thon parted.

A tuge wave, In its rebound fioma the shiy,
eaught up the sloop sa | it had been a feathor,
snd swept It away, forward urder .the Medusa's
bows, and far down to the lee ward, her mast and
rigging going with & thnlling crash by the
board,

Guone's, with Mary Lizzie In L's a-ms, stood
@aring at Binnacle, In the presence of Orliff acd
the crew,and Mrs. Binnaele, the youny stranger,
and the stewsrd, all clung together thero, onthe
Medusa's bows, straining tbeir eves to the Jee-
ward, and scarcely heeding the moans cf the
countess of Dowlingshire, and the other victims
behind them—tihe wild storm still ho wling around
all,

And thus the vessels paried. The one fast
going to wreck, and the other on fire,
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